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Brother Madcap gives free play to the Rabelaisian tendencies
of his nature. Every point in connection with sexual pleasure
is here discussed in fullest detail and with the greatest verve,
appropriate and amusing anecdotes being scattered lavishly
throughout. But Ghazali pushed his offences against the pro-
prieties too far, for even the pleasure-loving Prince Qorqud
would have none of his book, and straightway dismissed him
from his court.

On his parting with the Prince, Ghazali repaired to Brusa
and established himself as Sheykh in the cell of the old
saint Geyikli Baba, the 'Deer Father*, on the slopes of Mount
Olympus. 1 Latifi is certainly wrong' in saying that it was
on the occasion of his taking up his residence on the spot
where the 'Deer Father9 had lived and prayed that he
assumed the makhlas of Ghazali, 'He of the Gazelle;' for
he already speaks of himself under that name in the Key
of Guidance which he had dedicated to Prince Qorqud. Soon
getting tired of the monotony of a secluded life, Brother
Madcap reverted to his original profession of muderris and
received an appointment at Sivri Hisar or the Pointed Castle,
a town in Asia Minor. This likewise he soon abandoned,
and went to Constantinople in order to pray the authorities
to give him some other position. Astonished to see Ghazali
in the capital so long before the expiration of his term, the
Qadi-cAsker inquired what was wrong with his post that he
had not remained there quietly. 'It is so sharply pointed a
post that no one could rest there quietly/ replied the poet,

the contents of the work may be formed from the titles of the seven chapters
into which it is divided, given by Von Hammer. ED.]

1 Geyikli Baba = the Deer Father, was a holy man of the days of C0sman
and Orkhan. He passed his time in holy seclusion in a cave on Mount Olympus
with no companions but the wild creatures he tamed, whence his name; but
legend represents him in quite another light, assisting at the capture of Hrusa,
mounted on a deer and wielding a sword that weighed a hundred and fifty pounds.